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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Coal and Uranium Prospecting Bond Release Instructions 

(Updated March 2026) 
 
 
Include all of the following in the application: 

1. Cover Letter 
2. Prospecting Bond Release Form (attached) 

a. Fill in all blanks and provide a detailed answer for each question. Write “None” 
or “N/A” or “See Attachment” if that is the correct answer.  

3. Prospecting Monthly/Annual Report Form spreadsheet (attached) 
a. Fill out the information for Bond Released holes only (third tab) 

i. Note: This spreadsheet should be cumulative, including all previously 
bond released holes. Applicant can either continue this information from 
the original spreadsheet or update new spreadsheet accordingly. Include 
the Bond Release Number under Column T for each bond release hole 
and for past approved holes include the Bond Release Approval Date 
under Column U.  

4. Public Notice (example attached) 
a. Public Notice must contain all required information pursuant to ARM 

17.24.1001(q). Use attached example to ensure all required information is 
included.  

5. Drillhole Plugging Report (attached) 
6. Bond Release Legal Description and Landowner List (attached) 
7. Copies of letters to landowners per 82-4-232(6)(a), MCA 
8. Relevant maps: 

a. Copies in both PDF and CAD 
b. Per ARM 17.24.1017(2)(c): final updated, certified maps that include the precise 

location of each prospecting disturbance and each permitted site that remains 
undisturbed. Maps must be of a workable scale with topographic delineations 
equal to or better than those found on United States geological survey 
topographic maps; 

Email complete package to DEQCoal@mt.gov if under 6MB. 
If over 6MB, send package as a Zip File to DEQCoal@mt.gov through the State File Transfer 
Service.  
 
Public Notice instructions: 
Upon Completeness Determination, applicant will need to initiate the public notice as follows:  

1. Pursuant to ARM 17.24.1017(3) the applicant shall advertise the approved public notice 
of the application in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the permit area 
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at least once a week for two consecutive weeks with a 30-day comment period after 
last date of publication.  

2. Per ARM 17.24.1017(2)(d) the applicant shall submit proof of publication of the 
advertisement, please email the affidavit to DEQCoal@mt.gov once received. 
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		Bond Release Legal Description and Landowner Information

		Legal Description						Surface Owner Information										Mineral Owner Information

		Township/Range		Section(s)		Area		Name		Address		City 		State		Zip		Note if Mineral Ownership is State, Federal, or Tribal

		T2N, R43E		1		SE1/2		Example		123 Street		Helena		MT		59601		State of Montana-DNRC








Drill Hole Abandonment and 
Plugging Report


Operator Name:


Operator Address:


Contact Name: Phone:


Email Address:


Project Name: 


Prospecting Permit #: 


Date Submitted: 


County:


Drill Hole Location and Construction Details


Groundwater Protection (Administrative Rules of Montana 17.24.1005(3))


Plugging Information


Operator Certification


Montana DEQ Review


Pad ID# Drill Hole ID # Spud 
Date


TD 
Date Total Depth (ft)


Section Township N S Range W E Latitude (DDD.dddddd) Longitude (DDD.dddddd)


Borehole Diameter (in) From (ft) To (ft)


Borehole Diameter (in) From (ft) To (ft)


Casing Diameter (in) From (ft) To (ft)


Casing Diameter (in) From (ft) To (ft)


Depth to Bedrock (ft) Lithology:


All drill holes must be plugged at the surface five to ten feet with cement. Please check if the following condition applies:


Zero Aquifers were intercepted.
Drill holes must be plugged with bentonite or a similar compound from the bottom of the hole to within five to ten feet of the surface, and 
with cement from the top of the bentonite to the surface if one or more of the following conditions apply:


Two Aquifers were intercepted.


One aquifer was intercepted and an existing or potential beneficial use (domestic, agricultural or fish/ wildlife water supply) exists.


One or more artesian aquifers are intercepted causing either surface flow or significant water rise in the hole.


The potential exists for downward water loss from an aquifer (cascade effect) as determined by the department.


Note: All drill holes must be plugged prior to removing the drill rig from a hole unless removing the drill rig is necessary to the hole plugging
operation or unless otherwise approved by the department.


Plugging/Abandonment Date: Drilling Contractor Company Representative


Drill Hole Backfilled with: Native Materials (Drill Cuttings)              Other (Describe) Backfilled From (ft) Backfilled To (ft)


Drill Hole Grouted with: Cement Grout Cement Grout/Bentonite H.S. Bentonite Grout              Bentonite Pellets/Granules/Chips


Volume (cu.ft.) Sacks Used (sks) Backfilled From (ft) Backfilled To (ft)


Drill Hole Grouted with: Cement Grout Cement Grout/Bentonite H.S. Bentonite Grout              Bentonite Pellets/Granules/Chips


Volume (cu.ft.) Sacks Used (sks) Backfilled From (ft) Backfilled To (ft)


Status of Surface Casing: Removed              Cut off Below Ground Surface Depth Below Ground Surface (ft)


Supervisor Name: 


Signature: 


Signature: 


Date: 


Date: 


The work described above was done under my supervision. This report is correct to the best of my knowledge.





		Operator Name: 

		Project Name: 

		Operator Address: 

		Exploration License: 

		Contact Name: 

		Phone: 

		Date Submitted: 

		Email Address: 

		County: 

		Pad ID: 

		Drill Hole ID: 

		Date: 

		Date_2: 

		Total Depth ft: 

		Section: 

		Township: 

		S Range: 

		E Latitude DDDdddddd: 

		Longitude DDDdddddd: 

		Borehole Diameter in: 

		From ft: 

		To ft: 

		Borehole Diameter in_2: 

		From ft_2: 

		To ft_2: 

		Casing Diameter in: 

		From ft_3: 

		To ft_3: 

		Casing Diameter in_2: 

		From ft_4: 

		To ft_4: 

		Depth to Bedrock ft: 

		Lithology example bluegreyshalehard: 

		PluggingAbandonment Date: 

		Drilling Contractor: 

		Company Representative: 

		Depth Below Ground Surface ft: 

		Supervisor Name: 

		Date_3: 

		Date_4: 

		Check Box90: Off

		Check Box91: Off

		Check Box92: Off

		Check Box93: Off

		Check Box94: Off

		Check Box89: Off

		Check Box99: Off

		Check Box98: Off

		Check Box111: Off

		Text107: 

		0: 

		1: 



		Text108: 

		0: 

		1: 



		Text109: 

		0: 

		1: 

		0: 

		1: 





		Text110: 

		0: 

		1: 

		0: 

		1: 





		Check Box112: Off

		Check Box95: Off

		Check Box96: Off

		Check Box97: Off






Coal and Uranium Prospecting Bond Release Form

Updated March 2026
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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Coal and Uranium Prospecting Bond Release Form

(Updated March 2026)



[bookmark: _Hlk192144129]Per 17.24.1017(1) Bond release may be requested at the following times:

(a) Partial release may be requested and granted after:

(i) downhole plugging is completed; and

(ii) backfilling and grading, pursuant to the approved plan, is completed;

(b) Complete release may be requested and granted after:

(i) expiration of the responsibility period of ARM 17.24.1016(4) and the remaining requirements of this subchapter have been met; or

(ii) when a well has been drilled, completed, and transferred in accordance with ARM 17.24.647; or

(iii) a determination has been made by the department that sites remain undisturbed.



SECTION A – APPLICANT INFORMATION 

A1.  

1. Site Name:      

Permit Number:      

Date Permit Approved:      

Type of Release Requested: |_| Partial   |_| Full


2. Name of Applicant:      
Address:      
City:       State:       Zip Code:      
Office Phone:      Fax:       



SECTION B – BOND RELEASE INFORMATION

1. 

		Name of Bonding Agent

		Address

		City

		State

		Zip Code

		Bond No(s)



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     



		     

		     

		     

		     

		     

		     







2. Current bond amount held by DEQ: $0.00


3. Total amount of bond requested for release: $0.00





4. A description of the reclamation that was accomplished:       



5. Legal Description of Bond Release Area:      



6. In addition, as part of any bond application, the permittee shall submit copies of letters sent to surface owners and county commissioners in the county or consolidated government in which the prospecting occurred. The letters must notify those persons of the permittee's intent to seek release of performance bond.



a. |_| Adjoining landowners (this should include all landowners for the entire permitted area as well as any landowner adjacent to the permit boundary per 82-4-232(6)(a), MCA)

b. |_| Local governmental bodies

c. Include addresses in letters or a table/list of addresses as applicable. Use the example spreadsheet or incorporate a similar format within the application. 



SECTION C – CERTIFICATION *MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH DESIGNATION OF PERMIT COORDINATOR

Pursuant to ARM 17.24.1111(4), I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the materials and information contained in this application are complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.



Signature: 



Title:       						           



Date:         



Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State of                                    this                       day of                                        , _________________.        

	



	__________________________________________



	Notary Public for the State of: ____________________

 Residing at: ____________________                                                                    

My Commission expires: ___________________                          

(SEAL) 
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Proposed Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		PROPOSED HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1001(2)(iii)

		LEGAL LOCATION						TOTAL				SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE		PROPOSED HOLE INFORMATION

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees								DESCRIPTION		ASSOCIATED ACTION		SUBMITTAL DATE

				LAT		LONG		DEPTH		DIAMETER





Drilled Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		DRILLED HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)		2(a)				2(c)						2(d)				2(e)				*2(f)		2(g)				2(h)		**2(i)		***2(j)

		LEGAL LOCATION						DATES						TOTAL				ABANDONMENT MATERIAL				TEST / ANALYSIS		WATER BEARING ZONES				LOST CIRCULATION ZONES		CONVERTED TO WELL		SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees																(____# /bag)		TYPE		DEPTH(S) OF WATER		ARTESIAN CONDITIONS		DEPTH		YES/NO		DESCRIPTION

				LAT		LONG		DRILLED		LOGGED		ABANDONED		DEPTH		DIAMETER		TRADE NAME		NUMBER OF BAGS

		NOTES

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(f)*		The results of any additional testing need to be included in narrative and/or tabular format

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(i)**		If a prospecting hole is converted to a well, please supply all information pursuant to 17.24.1002(2)(i).

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(j)***		If all significant disturbances (17.24.301(121)) are the same for each site, describe in narrative form here.  Otherwise provide a description for each drill hole in the table above.

				For a description of "substantially disturb" see 17.24.301(121)

		IMPORTANT:		All holes need to be logged as individual holes, even if prosposed as twinned holes





Bond Released Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		BOND RELEASE HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)		2(a)				2(c)						2(d)				2(e)				*2(f)		2(g)				2(h)		**2(i)		***2(j)

		LEGAL LOCATION						DATES						TOTAL				ABANDONMENT MATERIAL				TEST / ANALYSIS		WATER BEARING ZONES				LOST CIRCULATION ZONES		CONVERTED TO WELL		SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE		DRILLING COMPANY INFORMATION						BOND RELEASE HOLE INFORMATION

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees																(____# /bag)		TYPE		DEPTH(S) OF WATER		ARTESIAN CONDITIONS		DEPTH		YES/NO				COMPANY NAME		CITY		STATE		BOND RELEASE NUMBER		BOND RELEASE APPROVAL DATE

				LAT		LONG		DRILLED		LOGGED		ABANDONED		DEPTH		DIAMETER		TRADE NAME		NUMBER OF BAGS												DESCRIPTION

		NOTES

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(f)*		The results of any additional testing need to be included in narrative and/or tabular format

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(i)**		If a prospecting hole is converted to a well, please supply all information pursuant to 17.24.1002(2)(i).

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(j)***		If all significant disturbances (17.24.301(121)) are the same for each site, describe in narrative form here.  Otherwise provide a description for each drill hole in the table above.

				For a description of "substantially disturb" see 17.24.301(121)

		IMPORTANT:		All holes need to be logged as individual holes, even if prosposed as twinned holes
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Prospecting Bond Release Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that COMPANY NAME, with its offices located at: MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE ZIP has filed an application with the Coal Section, Mining Bureau of the Department of Environmental Quality for bond release REVISION NUMBER of MINE NAME, Prospecting Permit PERMIT NUMBER, which was originally permitted OR last renewed on DATE.



The proposed bond release area containing ACRES and NUMBER OF DRILL HOLES drill holes is located near in COUNTY, Montana. The general legal description of the area is as follows:

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF BOND RELEASE AREA (TOWNSHIP/RANGE/SECTION)

 

The total bond amount for MINE NAME is $BOND AMOUNT and a release of $AMOUNT REQUESTED is being sought.



DESCRIPTION OF RECLAMATION WORK



An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov. 



Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 30 days of the final publication of this notice. 
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